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‘Environment
Fridge gadget that could slash

greenhouse emissions

David Adam, environment correspondent
The Guardian, Saturday March 17 2007
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Itis made of wax, is barely three inches across and comes inany colour you like, as
long as it's black. And it could save mare greenhouse gas emissions than taxes on Environment

was guzzling cars, low energy light bulbs and wind turbines on houses combined. |t Climate change - Energy -
is the e-cube, and itis coming soon to 3 fridge near you. Energy efficiency

Invented by British engineers, the gadget significantly reduces the amount ofenergy  Stlence
Energy - Science news

used hy fridges and freezers, which are estimated to consume about a fith of all
domestic electricity in the UK. If one was fitted to each ofthe 87 million refrigeration UK news
units in Britain, carban dioxide emissions would fall by more than 2 million
tonnes a vear.

Latest news on guardian.co.uk

Technology

Gadgets Last updated less than one minute aga
The patented cube mimics food and is designed to fit around a fridge's temperature News
sensor, which usually measures the termperature ofthe circulating air. Russia election not free or fair, say poll observers
Because air heats up much more quickly than yoghort, milk or whatever else is Sport
stored inside, this makes the fridae waork harder than necessary. With the cube fitted, Safety not guaranteed, says Keegan
the fridge responds only to the termperature ofthe food, which means it clicks on and Emvironment
off less often as the doaor is open and closed. Minister admits nuclear fuel plant produces almost
niathing

Trials are underway with supermarkets, breweries and hotels. One ofthe largest,
the Riverhank Park Flaza hotel in London, fitted the device to each ofthe hotel's 140
rmajor fridges and freezers. David Bell, chief engineer, says energy use decreased
by about 30% on average - enough to slash the hotel's annual electricity bill by
£17,000. The Park Plaza group plans to fitthem throughout its Uk hotels, and to
recommend them overseas.

Save on household bills

Anindependent report by Campden and Chorleywood Food Research Association
Group said: "The devices do indeed save energy. The slightly increased wariation in
temperatures in dummy loads would indicate that food safety would not he

compromised.” Search gas and Calculate your carbaon
electricity providers for footprint and offsetwour
Spencer Freedman of Ecube Distribution said abhout 10,000 of the devices have now green tariffs BMiSsions

been sold, and tests are under way at the Dorchester hotel in Londan, as well as
Asda, Greeneking IPA, lceland, Metto and Starbucks. Guy Lamstaes, co-inventor of
the device, said heightened cancern about climate change had made campanies

rmore interested in saving energy. "We tried to market these foryears but nobody Green offers from GuardianEcostore
was interested.”

ir Freedman =aid the devices would have the biggest impactin the large freezers
and open chill cahinets used in the catering and supermarket industries. They do
reduce the energy consumption of domestic fridges, butthe saving is not so great
hecause the dooris not opened very often.

The company is talking to supermarket chaing aboutfitting them to the refrigerated
lorries used to ferry chilled and frozen foods.

) ) 10% off our entire SAVE 25% an recycled
The campany is also ahout to repart the results oftrials at a central London pub, Easter Treats range fire hose belts
which had thern fitted to 34 fridges.
Frices start at just Frices start at just
Ecube Distribution claims the results will show the brewery could save around £3.158 £18.75

£3.8mand 17,000 tonnes of carbon diokide each vear if it used them nationwide.

Energy efficiency is one of the key pillars of a government pledge to save G0% of LIk
carbon emissions by 2050, which will he made legally binding by the climate
change bill announced this week,
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